ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN
where parents definitely select a favourite from among their
children, this favourite child being then invested with the love
that was formerly directed to the favourite parent1. For this
reason too parents may often be desirous that their children
should adopt the profession, mode of life, beliefs or habits of
their (the childrens') grandparents2.
In all cases where a parent resents the coming into being The effect of
or the presence of children, and especially in those where the   parent-child
^        j.  •    -l      j   i        i	-    ,	,	,   love on the
resentment is  based largely upon jealousy,  some  degree of    attitude of
displeasure is apt to be directed upon the other parent, who parents to
is regarded as responsible for the existence of the unwelcome eac
intruder or as transferring to him an undue proportion of
attention and affection. In this respect the situation recalls in
the parent's mind the earlier one in which, in his own child-
hood, he resented the love of his parents for each other, and
in consequence of which the love which he himself bore to
one of his parents became converted into, or was mixed with,
hatred and contempt (cp. p. no). Thus a father may experience
towards his wife something of those feelings of outraged
jealousy which he had formerly harboured towards his mother
—a resuscitation and transference of feelings of this kind being
rendered all the easier by the fact that his wife is very probably
already to some extent unconsciously identified with his mother,
so that the whole original situation is lived through again with
the substitution of wife for mother and of child (especially of
course in the case of a boy) for father.
1	Cp. Brill, "Psychanalysis: Its Theory and Practical Application," 279!!.
2	The identification of the child with its grandparent is of course not
without effect upon the mind of the child himself, where it is reinforced
by a variety of other motives, such as: — the wish to become the parent
of his own  parent  (*'. e. the corresponding notion to that in the mind of
the child's parent which we have just been considering),  the wish to dis-
pense with his parent (cp. p. 109), the projection on to the grandparent of
the grandiose  ideas  formerly entertained with regard to the parent (cp.
p. 55),  and finally the results of the happy relationship that often exists
between child  and grandparent  (owing to the fact that the grandparents
are as a rule less responsible for the child's upbringing and education and
less stern and vigorous in the assertion of then* authority). As a consequence
there may arise in the child a strong tendency to imitate the grandparents
—a tendency that may constitute an important  factor in moulding the
child's beliefs, attitudes, desires, and occupations. Cp. Ernest Jones, "Papers
on Psycho-Analysis," 652, ff.

